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Status Report: An Azerbaijani Adventure 
 

The Republic of Azerbaijan is a small, landlocked country in what is known as the 
Caucasus region between Europe and Asia. Azerbaijan borders the Caspian Sea to the 
east , Russia in the north, Iran to the south, Georgia in the northwest, and Armenia in 1

the west. A predominantly Shi’a Muslim republic of nearly 10 million people, Azerbaijan 
is run by a two-person executive branch with an elected head of state (a President) and a 
President-appointed head of government, or Prime Minister. The Prime Minister is then 
confirmed by the legislative branch, a unicameral and proportionally elected National 
Assembly of 125 deputies. While opposition parties are permitted, the vast majority of 
politicians belong to the New Azerbaijan Party (Yeni Azərbaycan Partiyası, or YAP) or 
are independent. The most recent presidential elections of 2013 have been widely 
panned as being fraudulent, including a globally publicized incident in which the 
Azerbaijani government accidentally released election results before voting began.2

Economically Azerbaijan is one of the fastest-growing economies in the world, 
sustaining GDP growth even throughout the global recession of the late 2000’s. An 
industrialized nation, Azerbaijan is home to a thriving agricultural industry and natural 
petroleum reserves, the latter of which is exported to many nations.  

Unfortunately, not all of Azerbaijan’s foreign relations are as positive. Most 
notably, Azerbaijan has been locked in a conflict with neighboring Armenia over the 
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic, a self-declared independent nation in the southwest of 
Azerbaijan, since 1988. Both countries have laid claim to the territory, with the land 
being officially recognized by the United Nations as belonging to Azerbaijan; however, 
an overwhelming majority of its inhabitants are ethnic Armenians. Despite the signing 
of a ceasefire in 1994 at the end of a bitter war that displaced over 1,000,000 
Azerbaijanis and Armenians, allegations of ceasefire violations by both sides have been 
reported as recently as this past week. 

Finding a reliable and unbiased source on the going-ons in Azerbaijan is difficult, 
however. In the 2014 Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom Index, Azerbaijan is 
listed as the 160th least free nation out of 180 countries ranked , with RWB citing the 3

government’s control of television and radio and subsequently endangered “survival of 
media pluralism”  as the main culprits. Given this information, it is not reasonable to 4

1 Despite bordering a sea, Azerbaijan is still considered a landlocked country. Landlock is defined as 
“living or located away from the ocean” in the Merriam-Webster Dictionary. 

2 Max Fisher, “Oops: Azerbaijan released election results before voting had even started,” The 
Washington Post, October 9, 2013. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/10/09/oops-azerbaijan-released-election-res
ults-before-voting-had-even-started. 

3 Reporters Without Borders, "World Press Freedom Index 2014," 31, February 1, 2014. 
http://rsf.org/index2014/data/index2014_en.pdf. 

4 Ibid, 23.  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fblogs%2Fworldviews%2Fwp%2F2013%2F10%2F09%2Foops-azerbaijan-released-election-results-before-voting-had-even-started&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF82W0PzgXiJDsOkYLPYewsRXbTXw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fblogs%2Fworldviews%2Fwp%2F2013%2F10%2F09%2Foops-azerbaijan-released-election-results-before-voting-had-even-started&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF82W0PzgXiJDsOkYLPYewsRXbTXw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Frsf.org%2Findex2014%2Fdata%2Findex2014_en.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHTC8au_l3ICjTj1Z76nU2P_LBQ2A
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expect objectivity and truthfulness from any news source in Azerbaijan. After careful 
consideration, I have decided to use two digital, English-language sources: the first 
being AzerNews, Azerbaijan’s “first English newspaper, which presents Azerbaijani 
news to world community in a good faith.”  Given that they have an entire section 5

devoted to “Armenian Aggression” on the front page, this is debateable; however, other 
main headlines are decidedly more neutral and varied. My second source is the 
Azeri-Press Agency (APA), an “independent, private information agency known in the 
international arena”  that is considered to be “one of the biggest and most reliable 6

media companies of the region.”  Attempts will be made to fact-check any published 7

stories with non-local sources, but no guarantees can be made considering the lack of 
pressure from foreign nations to preserve standards of integrity in Azerbaijani 
journalism. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 Trend.AZ, “Azerbaijan's First English Newspaper to Mark 15 Years Anniversary,” September 27, 
2012, http://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/society/2070232.html. 

6 Azeri-Press Agency, "About the Agency," http://en.apa.az/about. 
7 Ibid. 

http://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/society/2070232.html
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fen.apa.az%2Fabout&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGwlsmmesz8cJdl_ROYogOpTpWE8w
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